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Nykytchenko K. P. Occasional derivational compounds in English postmodern literary text. 
The author researches into occasional word-formation within cognitive paradigm of knowledge that 
enables a new level of analysis. New understanding acquires the investigation of linguistic change 
processes, research and description of complex issues that are related to nominative potential of 
new words and their ability to record, accumulate and reproduce some meaningful fragments of real 
world in human consciousness. The author deduces that occasional compounding forms a word out 
of two or more root morphemes, for instance, the root can be represented by nouns (both proper 
and common), adjectives and verbs; also, it can be represented by word-combinations that differ in 
structure and semantics. 

Key words: occasional derivational compound, compounding, cognitive linguistics, postmod-
ernism.
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  ,       
 -    -er,    -

: (Num + N) + -er = QnN (ten-denier – «    ,   10 »), 
(N + V) + -er = QnN (kerb-crawler – « ,      ,   

 »),       : «A car pulled up, the 
man within leant over and opened the door for her and, feeling mildly like a prostitute being picked 
up by a kerb-crawler, Lisa got in.» (13, 417).
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    (N + V) + -er = QnN: ad-placers – « », 

attention-seeker – «  », joy-robber – «  », hairstrocker – « ,  
  », water-drinker – « ,  ’   (   )». 

       ,  ,   
  , ,     , -

-    . ,       
   : grudge-holder (to hold a grudge);    -

 (  ):  nger-biter (to bite  nger). 
        -

  Nq1 + Nq2 + -ed = QnAdj.      
  :   (house-shaped, mutant-shaped, suitcase-

shaped),   (aircraft-hangar-sized, crater-sized, doll-sized, monkey-sized),  
 (bile-coloured, biscuit-coloured, face-coloured, mood-coloured, mushroom-coloured, 

pewter-coloured, toffee-coloured). 
         

 :            
,     ,  «     -

            
  , , ,     » [5, 13]. 

          Luke-
shaped,        ’ : “I hadn’t had a holiday in 
ages. I could do with a rest, some peace and serenity. Somewhere to hide and lick my Luke-shaped 
wounds” (12, 15),       -  : “… a still-
warm seat with a Luke’s-arse-shaped indentation in it” (12, 362).

   ( )  ’  
     « »,     -

 .         
,  – . ,   “They jerkes awake simultaneously, looked at the 

clock and stared at each other, wild-eyed and sticky-up-haired with fear” (14, 199)  
  sticky-up-haired  ,   «     

».        . 
     «    -

           , -
  – » [5, 14]    . , “Katherine 

glanced up and saw a selection of bulbous-nosed faces checking her out’’ (10, 500),  bulbous-
nosed – «  ,    ( )”. 

    « »     
(    )  ,        

        . -
      ,   -

   ,     . 
“Dylan went to procure a cushion for Molly to sit on, and as Clodagh wrestled a knife out of 

Molly’s hand she caught a glimpse of Dylan chatting persuasively with a waitress – a Bambi-limbed 
teenager – who  ushed at her proximity to such a good-looking man”(13, 57). 

       Bambi-limbed teenager,   
’   ,         -
  « »,       ,     

«   ,   ». 
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eye (dancing-eyed, starey-eyed), face (glittery-faced, stiff-faced), hair (bouffy-haired, lank-haired, 
peroxide-haired), skin (dewy-skinned, velvet-skinned).      

. 
    ’      

-belly (beer-bellied – «    »), -brain (able-brained – « , -
»), -cheek (two-cheeked – «   »), -chest (enormous-chested – «   

»), -chin (cleft-chinned – «   »), -foot (club-footed – «  
»), -head (muzzy-headed – «   »), -jaw (lean-jawed – «  ,   

»), -leg (curly-legged – «   »), -lip (large-lipped – «   -
»), -nail (fake-nailed – «   »), neck (boat-necked – «   -
»), -nose (bulbous-nosed – «  - »), -stomach (  at-stomached – «   -
»), -thigh (big-thighed – « »), -tongue (swollen-tongued – «   »), 

-tooth (black-toothed – «   »), -voice (boomy-voiced – «   »), 
-waist (tiny-waisted – «   »). 

          -
   -  lled   « » (fear-  lled, sofa-  lled),   
      (Lesley-Lattimore-  lled, Maltesers-  lled). 

“‘Jojo was a big girl – bigger than Cecily could imagine being in her worst Maltesers-  lled 
nightmares – but she was gorgeous” (14, 142).   «    Maltesers». 

   ,       -
   ,      Maltesers,  -

 . 
     -based (Madras-based – «    »), 

-covered (all-bases-covered – «   », spandex-covered – «  »), 
-crazed (religion-crazed – «   »), -encrusted (bling-encrusted – « -

 »), -infested (bell-infested – «  »), -knockered (fake-knockered 
– « ,     »), -patterned (wave-patterned – «   

»), -related (wedding-related – « ’   »), -riddled (Alzheimer’s-riddled 
– « ,    »), -scented (pomegranate-scented – «   -

»), -soaked (heroin-soaked – «  »), -stained (ash-stained – «   -
 »), themed (U2-themed – «   U2»),    . 

    : (Num + N) + -ed = QnAdj (two-
cheeked, two-personed), (Adj. + N) + -ed = QnAdj (fuzzy-bordered, hard-  agged), (N + N) + -ed = 
QnAdj (elephant-friezed, lezzer-inclined), (Adv. + N) + -ed = QnAdj (spindly-heeled, sunny-natured). 

      ,  
  «  »,    +  (Adj. + N + 

-er = QnN)    -esque: social-workeresque – « ». 
  “You can’t face it, can you, Lucy?’ she said, looking at me with this infuriating saint-like, doe-

eyed expression, all faux-compassion and social-workeresque concern” (11, 491). 
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