BOBCHYNETS L. 1.

Kyiv National Linguistic University

LEXICO-SEMANTIC AND STRUCTURAL PECULIARITIES
OF NOMINATIONS OF ADDICTIONS IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH

Abstract. The paper is focused on contrastive studies of the nominations of addictions in
English and Spanish. The aim of the research is to analyze lexico-semantic and structural
peculiarities of nominations of addictions in English and Spanish. A lexico-semantic classification
of terms of addictions has been suggested. Lexico-semantic analysis revealed the synonymic terms
among some of the nominations of addictions, which is explained by the co-existence of Latin and
national word formation elements. The structural analysis demonstrates the dominant part of
two-component clusters in English and word combinations of three words in Spanish, conditioned
by syntactical systems of the correspondent languages.
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Nowadays, with the appearance of new activities, such as social nets, internet searching,
dependency on different gadgets, mainly smart-phones, etc., people may develop new types of
addictions, therefore the necessity of new nominations arises. Addictions or dependencies are
harmful habits which can bring to negative consequences and destructive behavior, thus making life
quality significantly worse. The aim of the research is to compare the structural features of
nominations of addiction in English and Spanish.

Let us compare the definition of “addiction” in several sources. According to American
Psychological Association, “addiction is a state of psychological or physical dependence (or both)
on the use of alcohol or other drugs. The term is often used as an equivalent term for substance
dependence and sometimes applied to behavioral disorders, such as sexual, Internet, and gambling

addictions” [2].

As we can observe from the definition mentioned above, addictions are not limited to
chemical products consuming, which may produce harm to the consumer, but also comprise

harmful behavior for the addict and surrounding people [1].

Addiction is a chronical disease with genetic, psyco-social and environmental factors which

influence on its development and manifestations. It is characterized by continuous and periodical
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episodes of uncontrolled use, ignoring harmfulness of the use and behavior, includes distortions of
thoughts, frequently negation [5]. It is to be noted that there are synonymic terms addiction /
adiccion and dependency / dependencia, though addiction / adiccion is of terminological character
and dependency / dependencia is polysemantic possessing more general meaning, therefore

addiction / adiccion is characterized by more frequent use in medical contexts and common speech.

The classification of dependencies includes addictions to substances, psychological and social
addictions. We suggest lexico-semantic classification of nominations of addiction, which is
represented by lexical units denoting the following notions:

- General types of addictions: chemical substance dependency / dependencia de substancias
quimicas, psychological addiction / adiccion pisologica, social addiction / adiccion
social;

- Specific types of addictions: gambling addiction / ludopatia, addiction to internet
tecnofilia, addiction to tobacco / tabaquismo;

- People suffering from addictions: drug addict / drogadicto, gambling addict / ludopata,
shopaholic / adicto a compras, alcoholic / alcohdlico, workaholic / adicto al trabajo, etc.;

- Methods of treatment: CBT (cognitive behavioral therapy), hypnosis, chemical and
medicinal treatment.

Let us compare the nominations of addictions in English and Spanish. We do not pretend to
present an exhaustive list of nominations of all possible addictions but we will try to mention the

main existing dependencies.

Table 1. Types of addiction nominations in English and Spanish

English Spanish
Drug addiction Adiccidn a drogas, drogadiccion
Hallucinogens addiction Adiccion a alucindgenos
Addiction to opioids Adiccion a opioides
Alcohol addiction Adicciodn a alcohol
Tabacco addiction, nicotine addiction Adicciodn a tabaco / nicotina, tabaquismo, tabacomania
Food addiction Adiccioén a comida
Sex addiction Adiccidn a sexo
Video games addiction Adiccidn a videojuegos
Gambling addiction Adiccidn a juegos de azar, ludopatia
Plastic surgery addiction Adiccidn a cirugia estética
Shopping addiction Adiccidén a compras
Addiction to work Adicciodn al trabajo
Addiction to internet Ciberadiccion
Comsuming Consumismo
Addiction to risky behaviour Adiccidn a actividades de riesgo
Addiction to technologies Tecnofilia
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The structural analysis of the nominations of addictions revealed the dominance of
two-component word combinations both in English and Spanish, though English terms tend to
possess mostly a cluster structure noun + noun (shopping addiction), where two nouns are used, the
first one in attributive function, whereas in Spanish word combinations noun + preposition + noun
structure is more frequent (adiccion a compras). This fact is conditioned by syntactical features of
Spanish, where noun clusters are not used.

Some Spanish nominations of addiction are one-word terms: ludopatia, ciberadiccion,
tecnofilia, drogadiccion, the equivalents of which are expressed by noun clusters or word
combinations in English (gambling addiction, addiction to technologies, drug addiction).

It should be mentioned that addictions are similar to manias, though there is no any statement
that they are synonyms or related notions. In Russian and Ukrainian there exist parallel nominations
of similar addictions and manias, for example, kogeman / kaeoman, napxoman, menoman. The
parallel use of tabaquismo, tabacomania, adiccion al tabaco in Spanish can prove the similarity of
notions. The same situation is observed in the term shop addiction or oniomania as compulsive or
uncontrolled shopping, “an abnormal impulse for buying things” [6]. Mania is defined in
Cambridge dictionary as a “very strong interest that fills a person’s mind or uses up all their time”
[4]. APA Dictionary of Psychology defines mania as “l. generally, a state of excitement,
overactivity, and psychomotor agitation, often accompanied by overoptimism, grandiosity, or
impaired judgment. 2. More specifically, a manic episode or, sometimes, a hypomanic episode. 3.
preoccupation with a particular activity or idea, especially when used as suffix” [3]. Mania is
represented more as a state of mind and addiction, as activity, behaviour.

Manias and addictions are considered to be abnormal states or behavioral activities, though
sometimes the word addiction is used in metaphorical meaning, as in Shakira’s song “I am addicted
to you”. Frequent use of the phrase to be addicted to something possesses the meaning “fo like or to
love something”, thus, contextual analysis may reveal whether we mean pathological state and
addiction is used in terminological meaning or in metaphorical one.

New activities and the development of technologies may cause new types of addictions and
the list of the nominations will extend, as terminology and vocabulary in general always reflect the
changes in society. So, terminology of addictions has a dynamic character and may be enriched
with new nominations. Future studies may be focused on nominations of addictions in several
languages to reveal the tendency to use Latin or Greek word formation elements, for example,
tecnofilia, and also the creation of national terms, as in case of Spanish tabaquismo, tabacomania,
addiction to use of tabacco. Nominations of addictions, despite of common use in different contexts,

may be considered terms, as they are mainly used in Psychology and Psychiatry. Future studies may
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be dedicated to synonymic terms and notional coincidence of addiction nominations with

nominations of manias to reveal common word formation components.
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Kuiscoxuti nayionanvnui ainegicmuunuil ynigepcumem

JEKCUKO-CEMAHTHYHI i1 CTPYKTYPHI OCOBJIMBOCTI HOMIHALIN AUIMKIIA B
AHTJIINCBHKIA TA ICIAHCBKIA MOBAX

AnoTamnis. CtaTTs NpuCcBsYeHa 31CTABHOMY aHANi3y HOMIHAINA aJTUKIiI B aHTJINCHKIl Ta ICITAHCHKIA MOBax.
Merta noCImiIKeHHS — aHalli3 JIEKCHKO-CEMAaHTHYHHX 1 CTPYKTYPHHUX O0COONHMBOCTEH HOMIHAIINA aaTUKITiH (3a7IeKHOCTEH)
B AHMIIHCHKIH Ta iCHAHCHKIH MOBaX. 3alpOMOHOBAHO JIEKCHKO-CEMAaHTHYHY KIacH(iKamifo TEpMIHIB aJguKITiii.
JlexcHKO-CeMaHTHYHHI aHaJli3 BUSBUB CHHOHIMIUHI TEPMiHM y HOMIHAIlISMX aJIUKIIiH, 110 00YMOBIICHO CITiBiCHYBaHHSIM
JATUHCHKUX 1 HAIIOHAIBHHUX CJIOBOTBOPYMX eJeMeHTiB. CTpYKTypHHUH aHaii3 MPOJEMOHCTPYBaB IepeBakaHHS
JIBOKOMITOHEHTHHX KJIACTEPiB B aHIJIMCHKIH MOBI Ta TPHOXCIIBHHX CJIOBOCIIOJNyYeHb B ICHAHCBKI MOBI, IO
00yMOBJICHO CHHTAKCUYHOIO CHCTEMOIO BIJIMIOBITHAX MOB.

Karwuosi ciioBa: agaukilis, MaHis, HOMIiHAI(S aaJuKI(ii B ICIIAHCHKIM MOBI, HOMIHAI[ISA aJJUKI[il B aHTHACHKIHI

MOBI, CTPYKTYPHHH aHai3, JICKCUKO-CEMaHTHYHA Kiacupikaris.

BOBYHUHEI I H.

Kuesckuti HaquHaflebllz JUHEBUCTMUYECKULL YHUsepcumem

JEKCUKO-CEMAHTUYECKHME U CTPYKTYPHBIE OCOBEHHOCTHA HOMMHAILIAM
AJUTAKIIAN B AHTJIMCKOM U HICHAHCKOM SI3BIKAX

AHHOTaHI/lﬂ. Cratbs MOCBAIICHA CONOCTAaBUTCIBbHOMY aHAIU3Y HOMI/IHaI_[I/Iﬁ a,I[,HI/IKI_[I/Iﬁ B AHTJIMMCKOM H

HUCIIaHCKOM s3BbIKax. HGHL HCCIICNOBAHUA — aHAJIMU3 JIEKCUKO-CEMAHTHYCCKUX W CTPYKTYPHBIX 0ocoOeHHOCTeMH
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HOMUHAIIMK aJJIMKINN (3aBHCUMOCTEH) B aHTJMICKOM M HCIAHCKOM si3biKaX. [Ipe/ioskeHa JEKCHKO-CEMaHTHUCCKas
KIaccu(UKaUs TEPMUHOB AITUKIUIN, OOYCIOBICHHBIX MapalICIIbHBIM HCHONB30BAHUEM JIATHHCKAX M HMCKOHHBIX
CJIOBOOOPA30BaTENBHBIX 37eMeHTOB. CTPYKTYPHBIA aHAIIN3 MOKa3al MPEUMYIISCTBCHHOS HATMYNE JBYKOMIIOHCHTHBIX
KIIACTEPOB B HCIIAHCKOM SI3BIKE WM TPEXKOMIIOHCHTHBIX CIIOBOCOYCTAHMA B HCITAHCKOM S3BIKE, OOYCIOBICHHBIX
CUHTaKCUYECKOW CUCTEMON COOTBETCTBYIOIINX SI3bIKOB.

KuroueBble cjioBa: ajjMKIIMsg, MaHHUS, HOMHHAIUSA aIAUKIMK B HUCIAHCKOM SI3bIKE, HOMUHALIMS QJIIUKIUNA B

AHTJIMIACKOM SI3BIKE, CTPYKTYPHBIN aHAIN3, JIEKCUKO-CEMaHTHYeCKast KiaccuhuKaius.



