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INTRODUCTION

This Paper is an attempt to investigate the concept of functional
peculiarities of articles in Modern English. The problem of the article in English is
one of the most confusing. The articles perform a discourse function, by
demonstrating old and new information. The next function of the article is to
determine definiteness/indefiniteness.

There is, also, disagreement about the status of the article itself and the
status of its conjunction with the noun.The article is related to the noun defining its
meaning.

The article is often not determined as an independent part of speech and
considered to be a component of the adjective class. Some scientists define the
article as a kind of morpheme. Thus, when the article is missing, it is called “zero-
morpheme” enforcing in inflected languages to particular forms without
grammatical endings and therefore distinct from the forms with their own endings
of the same word. Based on the essence of the language it is more appropriate to
determine the article in English language as a traditional morphological category, a
specific function word performing the function of an indicator of the noun and
participating in its meaning.

My research is significant, because of the importance of the article in
classification and identification in the language. Furthermore, this concept is one of
the most contradicting among grammarians and English learners.

The aim of the research is to determine the types and the functions of the
article in Modern English.

The object of my term paper is the article in sentences.

The subject of the research is functional peculiarities of articles in Modern

English.



CHAPTER ONE. TYPES OF ARTICLES IN ENGLISH

1.1. The linguistic status of the article

Defining the article there are such statements: the article is an independent
part of speech and the article is a morpheme.

Determining the article as an independent part of speech it should be taken
into account the definite article the and an indefinite one a/an. But defining the
article a morpheme these options are possible: the definite article the, an indefinite
article a/an and zero article or "zero-morpheme" ¢ in the case when the article is
absent.

In the 16th -18th centuries the article was regarded as a noun determiner.
Nevertheless, when the article was interpreted as a part of an adjective, there was a
different view.

According to G. Mironets, the article was considered as part of the noun, as
a separate part of speech and as a particle. The terms “definite” and “indefinite”
were first used by J.Howell in 1662 (Peiiman E. A. 1988, p.56).

Some scholars, for example, B. Khaimovich and B. Rogovskaya considered
the article a separate part of speech. They point out that the two words a/an and the
form a particular group or class consisting of such features:

=> the lexico-grammatical meaning of ”(in)definiteness”,

=> the right-hand combinability with nouns,

=> the function of noun specifiers (M. Swan, C. Walter. 2004, p.214)

According to B.Ilyish, the choice between the two options depends on the
individual point of view. B.Ilyish is more inclined to share the opinion that the
article is a word and claims that “we cannot for the time being at least prove

that it is the only correct view of the English article” (B.Ilyish 1971, p.57).

According to M.Blokh “The article itself is a special type of grammatical
auxiliary” (M.Blokh 1983, p.85).

There are some statements about English auxiliaries:



e “Auxiliaries occur in a fixed order” (Chomsky 1957, p.65).

e “Auxiliaries have a number of properties which distinguish them from
main verbs” ( Lasnik 1999, p.105).

e “All auxiliaries do not have the same properties - have and be, for
instance, do not share the same behavioural traits" (Johnson 1988, p. 156-167
Kayne 1993, p.3-31).

Articles, in turn, resemble modal and auxiliary verbs, e.g. can, do, will etc. if
we are talking about the status. They are regarded as semantically correlated with
their so-called “ancestors” : the word “one” for the indefinite article and the
demonstrative pronoun for the definite article as well as correlation between some
auxiliaries with their predecessors.

Determining the status of the English article a grammatical category must be
mentioned. The point is some linguists consider that the English article does not
form a grammatical category (“The grammatical categories which are realised by
the described types of forms organised in functional paradigmatic oppositions, can
either be innate for a given class of words, or only be expressed on the surface of
it, serving as a sign of correlation with some other class” (M.Blokh 1983, p.35)).

According to B.Khaimovich and Rogovskaya: «the members of an
opposeme must belong to the same lexeme and have identical meanings»
(B.Khaimovich and Rogovskaya 1967, p.214).

Firstly, the articles do not belong to the same lexeme.

Secondly, their meanings do not intersect with each other: the indefinite
article a/an has the meaning of oneness while the definite article the expresses
demonstrativeness.

There is another statement: “There seems to be nothing to prevent us from
thinking that a room is an analytical form of the noun room...” (Ilyish B. 1971,
p.12). If we consider the article to be a morpheme, an additional category of
determination should be established in a grammatical category in a noun. It should
contain such specific peculiarities of a grammatical category as common meaning

and distinctive meaning.
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In the statement given below two nouns a noun and the noun are limited in
meaning and apply to an individual member of the class “room”. The difference
between them lies in the features of definiteness (“the room™) and indefiniteness
(“a room™).

It must be said that the meaning of the article is not the same as it was
formerly. Like all other languages English has its historical development and
something has changed. Such components of a language as phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics were influenced by historical
processes.

Thus, the article as a part of speech has suffered significant changes.

1.2. The definite article the

According to M.Blokh “The definite article expresses the identification or
individualisation of the referent of the noun: the use of this article shows that the
object denoted is taken in its concrete, individual quality” (M.Blokh 1983,p.76.).

It turns out that the first function of the article “the” is to specify and
determine an object. The second variant of use is anaphoric. When we mention an
object firstly we do not determine it and it is an “unknown” but mentioning it
further means the object becoming “known”.

Here 1s an example: “He asked her to send him a tape and tell him about her
life. She did this. She sent the tape. On the tape, she told the blind man she loved
her husband but she didn’t like it where they lived and she didn’t like it that he was
a part of the military-industrial thing. She told the blind man she’d written a poem
and he was in it”. (Raymond Carver 1981, p.2).

In the first sentence the author introduces a fape to readers using the
indefinite article a and then uses the definite article “the” with this noun because
the is already “known”. That is what is called direct anaphora: the phrase with the
refers back to a previously mentioned item.

There is also so-called indirect anaphora which is different from direct one

by not repeating an earlier mentioned noun but using a connected noun.
7



8

For instance, “I bought a house. The/*This kitchen (walls, roof) was
extremely large”. I sold a house. What can I do with the/this money?” ( F.
Gelbukh, G. Sidorov).

The definite article “the” with synonyms. For example, “We saw his black
Mazda near the house. The vehicle was nice”. As well as “Mazda” is a car or using
a synonym a vehicle it is clear that in the second sentence “vehicle” means
“Mazda” and used with the definite article “the” to denote the object as “known”.

Contextual use of “the”. If an object is known from the situation, the
definite article “the” can be used with a noun. It can occur in common general
conversations or in discussions about something particular.

For instance, “Can you give me a plate from the table?” Can you close the
window? It's so cold”. Here we have spontaneous conversations where the definite

99 ¢¢

article 1s used with “known” “clear” items and interlocutors understand each other.
The definite article “the” is also used in fixed idiomatic phrases in fixed

positions, e.g. on the other hand, in the middle, break the ice, for the sake of.

1.3. The indefinite article a/an

According to M.Blokh “The indefinite article, as different from the definite
article, is commonly interpreted as referring the object denoted by the noun to a
certain class of similar objects; in other words, the indefinite article expresses a
classifying generalisation of the nounal referent, or takes it in a relatively general
sense.” (M.Blokh 1983,p.76-77.).

In these examples “A cup is on the table. & A cup(not a fork) is on the
table”. “I bought a dress (not a shirt)”.

The article deals with the concept of indefiniteness. As Maria Napoli points
out “Indefiniteness has been characterized as describing the unmarked status of a

given entity with respect to the notion involved in each definition of definiteness.”

(Maria Napoli 2013, p.185)
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The indefinite article “a/an” is used while introducing a new unknown
object.

“A Chinese acrobat has fallen to her death during an aerial silks
performance, sparking horror and outcry on social media over the lack of safety
measures.

“The woman, surnamed Sun, fell to the stage while performing a mid-air
routine on Saturday with her husband in a village near the city of Suzhou in central
Anhui province. She was taken to hospital but died of her injuries, the Tongqiao
district government said in a statement Monday.” (CNN)

The indefinite article “a” is used in “A Chinese acrobat” for a definite but
unnamed and unknown acrobat. The acrobat is regarded in the following sentences
by the definite noun phrase “The woman, surnamed Sun” and pronouns “her”,
“she”.

Non-specific use of the indefinite article “a/an”.

When the noun phrase does not pertain to any particular object or person
“a/an” is used.

For instance, “I'm hungry. Can you buy me an apple?” “We don't have time
to do it in time. We need an assistant.” where “an apple” and “an assistant” are
non-specific and mean “it does not matter what kind/sort of an apple to choose and
what kind of an assistant we need”.

The indefinite article “a/an” for categorization.

For example, “His mother is an artist.” In this the indefinite article “an” is
used to classify the type of profession his mother has. Here it means “his mother
works as an artist not as an engineer.”

We can use “a/an’ to refer generally to what is typical of any member of the
group.

For instance, “A teacher is a role model for a student.” Nouns “teacher” and

(X3 »

“student” are used with the indefinite article “a” and related to the same group.
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1.4. The zero article

The zero article or meaningful absent of the article defines total
generalisation and abstraction of the entity determined by the noun. The zero
article intensifies generalisation and abstraction.

The zero article indicates indefiniteness with uncountable nouns as well as
the indefinite article “a/an” with singular countable nouns.

For example, “Mix _ flour and _ milk. » “I had _ work to do so I couldn’t

go out.”

Phrases with the zero article usually relate to unspecific and generic meaning
using uncountable nouns. However, there are some cases when the zero article is
used while the indefinite article “a/an” is expected.

M.Blokh notices: “As for the various uses of nouns without an article, from
thesemantic point of view they all should be divided into two types. In the first
place, there are uses where the articles are deliberately omitted out of stylistic
considerations.” (M.Blokh 1983, p.77).

It is common in titles of magazines or newspapers, news headlines or movie
titles, e.g. “Daily Mirror”, “Freelancer”, “Python”, “Guardian”, ‘“American
Factory”, “Private Life”. It is clear that there is intentional drop of the indefinite
article “a/an’ which can be easily added at the beginning.

Certainly, if there are expressions with fixed position of articles “a/an’ and
“the” in some phrases, e.g. “catch a cold”, “a dime a dozen”, “make a note”, there
are idioms with the fixed missed article, e.g. “at work”, “to school”, “on fire”,
“take place”, “man and wife”.

The zero article is commonly used in phrases where components (nouns)
they are consisting of are absolutely identical, e.g. “from time to time”, “one by
one”, “face to face”.

Meaningful omission of the zero article. The zero article is used with a
countable noun in singular it expresses the most generic meaning of the object

declared. In such a case “total generalization” is used, e.g. “Art”, “Medicine” (in

general).
10
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Talking about such kinds of objects as Stars, Planets, Comets (relative
generalization), Wars (total generalization) we also omit the article.

There is absence of the article when we talk about food in the meaning of
institution,

For instance, “Shall we go for breakfast anywhere?”, “- Are they going for
dinner or something? - After dinner at the restaurant, we drove back to the hotel”
(Foer J.S. 2003, p.84).

The next case is a reference to places as institutions.

For example, “The accident happened in school. (conv) - Which meant they
couldn't get to synagogue, of course” (Foer J.S. 2003, p.31).

The definite article “the” or the zero article is commonly used when a
predicative noun phrase names a special role or occupation.

For instance, “David Cameron appoints Cheryl Gillan as Welsh Secretary.”
(zero article) (news). “Brandon Lewis, the Conservative MP for Great Yarmouth, is
to head a new committee to oversee reconstruction.” (The definite article “the”)

.(news)

1.5. The functions of articles

Nouns this article can be used with can be countable or uncountable,
singular or plural, particular or abstract, e.g. the thing, the animal, the material, the
idea, the hats or the plant.

The definite article “the” is set before a noun to performs the functions:

1. Defining function, the main aim of which is to indicate (specify) a
specific entity or a group of objects among the same type of objects. It also refers
to 1solation an object or a few objects from other objects of the same group to show
the strong distinction between the isolated object and other objects of the same
group. Such scholars as G. M. Raikhel and P. Christophersen share the opinion

about the isolative meaning of the definite article.

11
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For instance, “Let's watch the film. Johnny Depp starred in it.” “I"d like to

eat the chocolate ice cream. It reminds me my childhood.” “The film” and “the

chocolate ice cream” mean “only this particular kind films of ice creams”.

2. The generic function with countable nouns.

Use the definite article “the” with singular countable nouns means that the
selected noun stands as the icon of the group that it is meant as its complex image.

For example, “The fox has always been known for its cunning.” “After
reading her novel It should be admitted that the work seems to be wrote by the
writer.” Due to the definite article in both statement the nouns are used in the sense
of embodying all representatives of the classes in presented options.

Use the definite article “the” with plural countable nouns. It is used in the
case when the notion of community is underlined.

99 ¢¢

For instance, “The French enjoy cheese.” “The elderly require special
attention.” Here “the French” means “a group of people of French nationality” and
“the elderly” means “a group of people of old age”.

3. Restricting function. It manifests itself with uncountable nouns. The
definite article “the” restricts the abstract notion, material demonstrated by an
uncountable noun to a particular case, a specific number, a segment or a certain
area. For instance, “She was filled with the anger!”

Nouns with the indefinite article “a/an” can be used with can be is set
before countable, uncountable, particular or abstract nouns.

It performs the functions:

1. Nominating. When we want to specify, name an object. It must be
mentioned the grammatical meaning of the indefinite article “a/an” which is

definiteness. G. Radchenko calls it the category of specification.

For example, “It would be great to get a new phone as a birthday present!”.

Use of the indefinite article “a/an” in these cases mean “a new phone, not a house,
just tis kind of things” and ““a birthday present, not e.g. a loan”.

2. To express indefiniteness.

12
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For example, “It would be great to get a new phone as a birthday present!”.

Use of the indefinite article “a/an’ in these case means “there is no reference to its
e.g. colour, model etc., it doesn't matter”.
3. To provide a new, unknown element.

For instance, “An American woman has been arrested in Sydney after

arriving on a flight from Los Angeles with 24-carat gold-plated handgun packed in

her luggage. The 28-year old woman, who arrived in Sydney on Sunday, did not

hold a permit to import or possess a firearm in Australia, the Australian Border
Force (ABF) said in a statement.” (News).

In the first sentence “a woman” is a new unknown character and a noun
indicating it 1s used with the indefinite article “a”, whereas the same noun is used
with the definite article “the” for the already known character.

4. Aspective function. The indefinite article “a” used with uncountable
nouns to uncover a specific aspect of the concept stated by the noun.

For example, “A dull burning anger rose in his chest. He had almost a

supernatural courage. Her presence stirred him usually to a shy swift eagerness.”

Nouns with the zero article. Its function is similar to the function of the
indefinite article “a/an” which is nominating. This article is often used with
countable plural nouns.

For instance, “There were two stores near our house.”

It 1s also used with uncountable nouns, abstract and concrete (names of
materials).

For example, “It seems to me she feels jealous” where the zero article is
used with an abstract uncountable noun to identify, to name the kind of feeling.

Referring to semantic functions of the zero article it must be said that the
case of use of uncountable nouns and countable plural nouns with the zero article
does not mean the same “complete generalization” which is meaning of use the
zero article with countable singular nouns.

Generally speaking, selection of the appropriate kind of article expressing

specific meaning and performing particular functions depends on the nature of the
13
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noun it is used with. Because of a large number of polysemantic nouns in English
the same noun can express different meanings being used as countable and

uncountable.

14
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CONCLUSIONS

In summary, I should say that articles are very significant in English, so that
is the reason why should we consider the issue in this term paper drawing attention
to their types, meanings and uses. For better understanding examples are provided.

The topic of articles is confusing, that's why it is important to know
meanings the article expresses, its origin and relations to other parts of speech.

The English language constantly undergoes changes, as well as other
languages, thus, articles are also affected.

In this work I defined all types of articles, their functions and used examples

to show their meanings in various contexts.

15
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PE3IOME

KypcoBa poGora Ha Temy: DyHKIIOHAIBbHI OCOOIMBOCTI APTUKIIO Y
Cy4YacHil aHTJIIACHKIA MOBI.

Buxonana: crtymentka 4 Kypcy (QaxynbTeTy TepMaHCBhKOl ¢iionorii i
nepekiany Komicapenko A.B.

KypcoBa pobota ckiamaeThCs 31 BCTYITY, OHOTO PO3/IiTY, BUCHOBKY, PE3IOME
Ta CIMIUCKY BUKOPUCTAHUX JpKepes. PO3Mis CKIIaga€eThes 13 ' SITH YacTHH. Y TepIin
YaCTHHI TMpeJcTaBlieHa iHGOpMaIlid MPO CTaTyCcy IPUHAJICKHOCTI apTUKIS B
aHTITIMCHKIN MOBI. Y ApyTiid, TPETIH Ta 4eTBEPTIN YaCTHHI MOJlaHa XapaKTePUCTUKA
KO)KHOTO BHIy apTHUKISI, iXHI (QYHKII Ta BUMAAku BKuBaHHA. [I’sTa dacTtuHa
npuUCBsSYeHa OUIBII JIETaJlbHOMY O3HAWOMIJICHHIO 13 (YHKIISIMH apTUKIIO B
aHTTIACHKINA MOBI.

VY naniit KypcoBiii poOOT1 BChOTO:

Cropinok — 18;

Cnmucok BUKOpUCTAHUX JiKepen: 26.

16



17

LIST OF REFERENCE MATERIALS

1. Ilyish B. (1971).The Structure of Modern English. Leningrad: Prosvescheniye.

2. boox M.A. (1983). Teopernueckas TrpaMMaThKa aHIJIMMCKOTO s3blka. M.
Bricui.mkorna.

3. Chomsky, N. (1957). Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton.

4. Lasnik, H. (1999). Minimalist Analysis. Oxford. Blackwell

5. Johnson, K. (1988). Verb raising and 'have'. McGill Working Papers in Linguistics:
special issue on comparative Germanic syntax.

6. Kayne, R. (1993, June 1). Towards a modular theory of auxiliary selection.
Retrieved from https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/ TOWARD-A-MODULAR-
THEORY-OF-AUXILIARY-SELECTION-
Kayne/c9379b4b16£5afd69895625ad8550¢52e9117962

7. XaiimoBuu b.C., Porosckas b.M. (1967). Teopernueckass TrpaMMaTuka
aQHIJIMHCKOTO s3bIKa. M. Bricii.iikona,

8. Raymond Carver. (1981). Cathedral. New York. Vintage.

9. F.Gelbukh, G.Sidorov. (1999). ON INDIRECT ANAPHORA RESOLUTION.
Retrieved from https://www.cic.ipn.mx/~sidorov/OnIndirectAnaphora 1999.pdf
10. Peiiman E. A. (1988). Anmuiickuii aptukib: KommyHukatuBHas ¢ynkuus. JI.

Hayka,. - 116 c.

11.Swan M., C. Walter. (2004). How Eng. Works: A grammar practice book: With
answers. Oxford. Oxford Univ. Press.

12. Maria Napoli. (2013). When the indefinite article implies uniqueness: A case study
from Old [talian. Folia Linguistica. Retrieved from
https://www.academia.edu/2358145/When_the indefinite article implies uniquen
ess A case study from Old Italian

13. Nectar Gan.(2023, April 18). Chinese acrobat falls to her death during mid-air
performance with husband. Retrieved from
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/04/18/china/china-acrobat-actress-death-intl-
hnk/index.html?dicbo=v2-fmXsFII

14.https://thrivemyway.com/newspaper-names/
17



https://edition.cnn.com/2023/04/18/china/china-acrobat-actress-death-intl-hnk/index.html?dicbo=v2-fmXsFlI
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/04/18/china/china-acrobat-actress-death-intl-hnk/index.html?dicbo=v2-fmXsFlI
https://thrivemyway.com/newspaper-names/

18

15.https://www.nytimes.com/article/best-movies-netflix.html

16.Foer J.S. (2003).Everything is illuminated. Harper Perennial; Reprint edition.

17. A.I'Paguenko. (1957).K Bompocy o cucreme aHIIMHCKUX apTukier. Haydnbrid
€KETOIHUK 3a ToJ1. YepHOBUIIKHI I'OC.yH-T.

18. P.Cristophersen. (1939). The Articles, Copenhagen-London.

19. I'M.Peiixens. (1966). BeipaxkeHre OTHOIICHHUHN K KJIAaCy OJHOPOJHBIX MPEAMETOB
CYLIECTBUTEIIbHBIMA  COBPEMEHHOIO  AHIJIMHCKOro  sA3plka. —  «Bompockl
SI3BIKO3HAHUS, Ne6, ¢.76-80.

20.https://edition.cnn.com/2023/04/25/australia/australia-arrests-american-golden-

oun-intl-hnk/index.html

21.Apakun B. JI. & M./. Pessenosa (Pex.). (2001). Victopusi aHIIIHIICKOTO SI3bIKA:
Vuyeb. noc. 2-e uza. M. ®DUSMATIIUT.

22.Eastwood J. (2003). Oxford practice grammar with answers 2 ed. New York.
Oxford Univ. Press,. - XIII, 432 p.

23.Biber D., Condrad ,G.Leech. (2002). English of spoken and written. Pearson
Education Limited. 497p.

24. Thewlis S.H., D.Larsen-Freeman. (2007). Grammar Dimension.Form.Meaning and
Use. Boston: Thomson Heinle. 438p.

25.Valeika L., Buitkienn J. (2003). An Introductory Course in Theoretical English
Grammar. Vilnius Pedagogical University. 135p.

26. B.S.Azar, Hagen S.A. (1999). Understanding and Using English Grammar.
Pearson Press. 489p.

18


https://www.nytimes.com/article/best-movies-netflix.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/04/25/australia/australia-arrests-american-golden-gun-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/04/25/australia/australia-arrests-american-golden-gun-intl-hnk/index.html

