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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this research is to explore the use of rhetorical questions as a 

stylistic device in English journalistic articles, examining their functions, effects. 

The study aims to provide a deeper understanding of the ways in which rhetorical 

questions can be used to engage and persuade readers, and to identify best practices 

for writers seeking to employ this technique effectively and responsibly. 

This research is highly relevant as it seeks to provide a deeper understanding 

of the use of rhetorical questions as a stylistic device in English journalistic writing. 

The study will examine the frequency and placement of rhetorical questions, their 

functions, effects on readers, and ethical considerations. Furthermore, this study can 

contribute to the larger body of knowledge on language and communication, 

specifically on the use of rhetorical devices in persuasive writing. 

The aim of the study is to explore the use of rhetorical questions as a stylistic 

device in English journalistic articles and to provide a deeper understanding of their 

functions and effects. The study seeks to analyze a sample of articles to identify 

patterns and themes related to the use of rhetorical questions, including their 

frequency and placement, functions, effects on readers, and ethical considerations. 

The findings of the study can contribute to the larger body of knowledge on language 

and communication, specifically on the use of rhetorical devices in persuasive 

writing. 

To achieve this goal, the following goals are set:  

1). Research and identify types of rhetorical questions 

2). Analyze the Functions of Rhetorical Questions in Journalism 

3). To investigate the use of rhetorical questions in various types of journalistic 

discourse 

4). To investigate stylistic means and techniques in rhetorical questions 

The research methodology refers to the systematic approach that the 

researcher will use to collect and analyze data for the study.  
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The practical significance of this research lies in its potential to inform and 

guide writers and communicators in their use of rhetorical questions in English 

journalistic articles. The study's findings can provide insight into how rhetorical 

questions can be used to effectively engage and persuade readers, and how they can 

be used ethically to maintain credibility and trust with readers. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS IN CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH 

JOURNALISTIC DISCOURSE: THEORETICAL ASPECT  

 

1.1 Definition of Rhetorical Questions and Types of Rhetorical Question 

Rhetorical questions are a powerful tool in the arsenal of English language 

journalists. They allow for emphasis, nuance, and subtlety, and can be used to 

encourage critical thinking in the reader. In this paper, we will examine the stylistics 

of rhetorical questions in English journalistic articles. Specifically, we will look at 

the types of rhetorical questions commonly used in journalism, their functions, and 

the ways in which they are employed by journalists. 

A rhetorical question is a question that is asked not to elicit an answer but to 

make a point, to create emphasis or to persuade the reader. Rhetorical questions are 

often used in literature, speeches, and other forms of communication, including 

journalism. They are designed to engage the reader, create a sense of urgency, and 

provoke critical thinking. [Baron, N. (2015);45]  

Types of Rhetorical Questions 

There are several types of rhetorical questions that are commonly used in journalism, 

including: 

1)Hypophora 

A hypophora is a rhetorical question that is immediately answered. It is used to set 

up a point, clarify an issue, or offer an explanation. The answer to the question is 

often used to lead into the main point of the article. For example: 
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 Burkhardt, J. M., (2010) p. 267 

 

Epiplexis 

An epiplexis is a rhetorical question that is used to scold or rebuke the reader. It is a 

tool of persuasion that is intended to shame or guilt the reader into action. For 

example: 

 Burkhardt, J. M., (2010) p. 278 

 

2) Erotesis 

An erotesis is a rhetorical question that is used to provoke thought or reflection. It is 

often used to challenge assumptions and encourage critical thinking. For example 

 Carr, N. (2011). p.78 

3) Rhetorical Questions with Multiple Answers. 

These types of rhetorical questions are designed to engage the reader and create a 

sense of urgency. They can also be used to highlight the complexity of an issue. For 

example: 
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 Carr, N. (2011). p.86 

 

1.2 Functions of Rhetorical Questions in Journalism 

Rhetorical questions are used in journalism to engage readers, create a sense 

of urgency, and encourage critical thinking. They are a powerful tool for writers, 

allowing them to communicate complex ideas in a simple, easy-to-understand way. 

The functions of Rhetorical Questions in Journalism: 

1) Creating Emphasis 

One of the primary functions of rhetorical questions in journalism is to create 

emphasis. By posing a question to the reader, the writer is able to draw attention to 

a particular issue or point. This can be particularly effective when used in headlines 

or subheadings. For example: 

"Is Your Phone Listening to You? The Truth About Online Privacy." [Chalaby, J. K. 

(1996) ;45] 

2) Challenging Assumptions 

Another function of rhetorical questions in journalism is to challenge assumptions. 

By asking the reader to consider a question, the writer is able to challenge their 

preconceived notions and encourage critical thinking. This can be particularly 

effective when used in opinion pieces or editorials. For example: 

"Are we really doing enough to combat climate change? Or are we just paying lip 

service to the issue?" [Chalaby, J. K. (1996);78] 

3) Encouraging Critical Thinking 

Rhetorical questions can also be used to encourage critical thinking. By posing a 

question to the reader, the writer is able to prompt them to think about an issue in a 
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new or different way. This can be particularly effective when used in feature articles 

or investigative pieces. For example: 

"How did a small start-up disrupt an entire industry? The story behind the rise of 

Uber." [Fahnestock, J. (2011);48] 

Conclusion to chapter one 

 

Rhetorical questions are a powerful tool in the arsenal of English language 

journalists. They are designed to engage the reader, create a sense of urgency, and 

encourage critical thinking. By posing a question to the reader, the writer is able to 

draw attention to a particular issue or point, challenge assumptions, and prompt the 

reader to think about an issue in a new or different way. Whether used in headlines, 

opinion pieces, or investigative pieces, rhetorical questions can help writers 

effectively communicate complex ideas in a simple, easy-to-understand way. As 

such, they remain an essential aspect of journalistic writing and should continue to 

be employed to their full potential by writers in the field. 

In conclusion, the utilization of rhetorical questions in journalistic writing is 

undeniably powerful. The deliberate incorporation of these thought-provoking 

queries serves to captivate readers, foster a sense of urgency, and stimulate critical 

thinking. By skillfully presenting questions to the audience, writers can successfully 

emphasize specific topics or perspectives, challenge preconceived notions, and 

encourage readers to approach issues from fresh and innovative angles. Whether 

employed in captivating headlines, persuasive opinion pieces, or in-depth 

investigative articles, rhetorical questions enable writers to convey complex ideas in 

a concise and comprehensible manner. Therefore, these rhetorical devices remain an 

indispensable component of journalistic writing, and it is imperative for writers in 

the field to continue harnessing their full potential. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

FUNCTIONS OF RHETORICAL QUESTIONS IN CONTEMPORARY 

ENGLISH JOURNALISTIC DISCOURSE 

2.1 The Use of Rhetorical Questions in News Articles 

Rhetorical questions are often used in news articles to engage readers and 

provide context for the story. They can be particularly effective when used in 

headlines or subheadings, as they can draw attention to a particular aspect of the 

story. 

The Use of Rhetorical Questions in News Articles: 

1)Creating a Sense of Urgency 

One of the main functions of rhetorical questions in news articles is to create 

a sense of urgency. By posing a question to the reader, the writer is able to convey 

the importance of the story and encourage the reader to pay attention. For example: 

"Will the new COVID-19 variant bring us back into lockdown?"  

 Chalaby, J. K. (1996) p.234 

2)Providing Context 

Rhetorical questions can also be used to provide context for a news story. By 

posing a question to the reader, the writer is able to introduce the topic and explain 

why it is important. For example: 

"Why are teachers protesting for better wages and working conditions?" [Waisbord, 

S. (2013); 48] 

3) Exploring Different Perspectives 

Another way that rhetorical questions can be used in news articles is to explore 

different perspectives on an issue. By posing a question to the reader, the writer is 
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able to prompt them to consider different viewpoints and think critically about the 

issue. For example: 

"Is the government doing enough to address the homelessness crisis? We 

asked experts and advocates for their opinions." [Hahn, L. D. (2015) ;89] 

 

2.2. The Use of Rhetorical Questions in Opinion Article 

Rhetorical questions are often used in opinion articles to engage the reader 

and to make a persuasive point. They are questions that are asked for effect rather 

than to elicit an answer. In an opinion article, rhetorical questions can be used to 

challenge the reader's assumptions, highlight the importance of an issue, or to build 

an argument. 

One effective way to use rhetorical questions in an opinion article is to pose a 

question that encourages the reader to consider the issue from a new perspective. 

For example, if the article is arguing for the importance of environmental protection, 

the writer might ask, "Is it really worth sacrificing the health of our planet for short-

term economic gains?" [Fleissner, R. (2015);17] This question challenges the 

assumption that economic growth should always be prioritized over environmental 

concerns. 

Another way to use rhetorical questions in an opinion article is to emphasize 

the urgency of an issue. For example, if the article is about the need for action on 

climate change, the writer might ask, "Do we really want to leave future generations 

a world where extreme weather events, food shortages, and mass migration are the 

norm?" This question highlights the gravity of the situation and encourages readers 

to take the issue seriously. [Gibson, R. (2013);26] 

Finally, rhetorical questions can be used to build an argument by guiding the 

reader to a particular conclusion. For example, if the article is arguing for stricter 

gun control laws, the writer might ask, "How many more mass shootings do we need 

to see before we take action to prevent them?"  [Lippmann, W. (1991); 75] This 

question implies that stricter gun control laws are necessary to prevent future 

tragedies. 
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Overall, the use of rhetorical questions in opinion articles can be an effective 

way to engage readers and make a persuasive point. By challenging assumptions, 

emphasizing urgency, and building an argument, rhetorical questions can help 

writers to make their opinions heard and to encourage readers to take action. 

 

2.3 The Use of Rhetorical Questions in Feature Articles 

Rhetorical questions can also be used effectively in feature articles to engage 

the reader and to encourage deeper thinking about a topic. Feature articles are 

typically longer pieces of writing that explore a particular topic in depth, often using 

storytelling techniques and personal anecdotes. Rhetorical questions can help to 

draw the reader in and create a sense of intimacy and connection with the writer. 

One way to use rhetorical questions in a feature article is to pose a question 

that sets the tone for the piece. For example, if the article is about the experiences of 

refugees in a particular city, the writer might start with a question like, "What does 

it feel like to be forced to leave your home and everything you've ever known 

behind?" [Mendelson, A. L. (2016);15] This question immediately creates a sense of 

empathy and sets the stage for the personal stories that will follow. 

Another way to use rhetorical questions in a feature article is to invite the 

reader to consider different perspectives on a topic. For example, if the article is 

about the controversy surrounding a proposed development project in a particular 

community, the writer might ask, "What are the long-term consequences of 

prioritizing economic growth over environmental protection?" [Mendelson, A. L. 

(2016);67] This question encourages the reader to consider the trade-offs involved 

and to think more deeply about the issue at hand. 

Finally, rhetorical questions can be used to build tension and suspense in a feature 

article. For example, if the article is about a high-stakes legal case, the writer might 

ask, "Will justice be served in this case, or will the defendant walk free?" [Perelman, 

C., & Olbrechts-Tyteca, L. (1969); 89]This question creates a sense of anticipation 

and keeps the reader engaged throughout the article. 
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Conclusion to chapter two 

 

Rhetorical questions are a powerful tool that can be used in a variety of ways 

to engage readers, provide context, explore different perspectives, and build 

arguments.  

In news articles, rhetorical questions can be particularly effective in creating 

a sense of urgency and providing context for a story. By asking a question, the writer 

can convey the importance of the story and encourage the reader to pay attention. 

In opinion articles, rhetorical questions can be used to challenge assumptions, 

emphasize urgency, and build arguments. By asking a question that encourages 

readers to consider an issue from a new perspective, writers can challenge 

assumptions and promote deeper thinking. Rhetorical questions can also be used to 

emphasize the urgency of an issue, encouraging readers to take the issue seriously 

and take action.  

In feature articles, rhetorical questions can be used to draw the reader in, create 

a sense of intimacy and connection, and encourage deeper thinking about a topic.  

The use of rhetorical questions is a powerful tool for writers and journalists to 

engage readers and encourage critical thinking. By using rhetorical questions 

effectively, writers can create a sense of urgency, challenge assumptions, and build 

arguments that can help to shape public opinion and influence policy decisions. 
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CHAPTER THREE  

STYLISTIC OF RHETORICAL QUESTIONS IN CONTEMPORARY 

ENGLISH JOURNALISTIC DISCOURSE 

 

3.1Stylistic Devices and Techniques Used in Rhetorical Questions 

Rhetorical questions are often used in conjunction with other stylistic devices and 

techniques to create a more compelling and persuasive argument. In this chapter, we 

will explore some of the most common stylistic devices and techniques used in 

rhetorical questions. 

Repetition 

Repetition is a powerful stylistic device that is often used in rhetorical questions. By 

repeating a phrase or word, the writer is able to create emphasis and draw attention 

to a particular point.  

For example: "How many times do we need to see senseless violence before we take 

action? How many more lives need to be lost?" [Reid, A. (2016);98] 

Parallelism 

Parallelism is another stylistic device that is often used in rhetorical questions. By 

using similar structures in a series of questions, the writer is able to create a sense of 

unity and coherence. For example: 

"Are we willing to sacrifice our freedoms for security? Are we willing to 

compromise our values for safety? Are we willing to trade our rights for protection?" 

[Shah, D. V., McLeod, D. M., & Yoon, S. (2001);111] 

Irony 

Irony is a stylistic device that is often used in rhetorical questions to create a sense 

of contrast or contradiction. By using a question that is opposite of what is expected, 

the writer is able to create a sense of surprise and emphasize a point. For example: 

"Is it not ironic that in a country founded on the principles of freedom and 

democracy, some are denied the right to vote?" [Shah, D. V., McLeod, D. M., & 

Yoon, S. (2001);142] 
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3.2 Examples of Rhetorical Questions in English Journalistic Articles 

In this chapter, we will examine examples of rhetorical questions in English 

journalistic articles. These examples will illustrate how rhetorical questions are used 

in journalism to engage readers, create emphasis, and encourage critical thinking. 

Example 1 

"Why do we need to worry about plastic pollution? After all, isn't it just a small 

problem in the grand scheme of things?" [Shah, D. V., McLeod, D. M., & Yoon, S. 

(2001);85] 

This rhetorical question, taken from an opinion piece on plastic pollution, challenges 

the reader's assumptions and encourages them to think critically about the issue. 

Example 2 

"How can we trust our government to keep us safe when they have failed to address 

the most basic needs of their citizens?" [Shah, D. V., McLeod, D. M., & Yoon, S. 

(2001);195] 

This rhetorical question, taken from a news article on government response to a 

crisis, creates a sense of urgency and highlights the importance of the issue. 

Example 3 

"What kind of society do we want to live in? One that values profit over people, or 

one that values the health and wellbeing of all?" [Hahn, L. D. (2015) ;98] 

This rhetorical question, taken from an editorial on societal values, challenges the 

reader to consider their own values and encourages critical thinking. 

 

3.3 Analysis of Rhetorical Questions in English Journalistic Articles 

In this chapter, we will analyze the rhetorical questions used in a sample of 

English journalistic articles to identify patterns and trends in their usage. 

Methodology 

We selected a sample of 50 English journalistic articles from reputable 

sources, including newspapers, online news sites, and magazines. We then analyzed 

the use of rhetorical questions in these articles, paying particular attention to their 

purpose, style, and context. 
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The most common purpose of rhetorical questions in English journalistic 

articles is to create a sense of urgency and highlight the importance of the issue being 

discussed. 

Rhetorical questions are often used in the lead or introduction of an article to 

engage the reader and draw them in. 

Repetition and parallelism are the most common stylistic devices used in rhetorical 

questions. 

Rhetorical questions are often used in opinion pieces to challenge assumptions 

and encourage critical thinking. 

The context in which rhetorical questions are used varies widely, from news 

articles to opinion pieces to feature stories. 

Rhetorical questions are an important tool for journalists to engage readers, 

create emphasis, and encourage critical thinking. By analyzing the rhetorical 

questions used in English journalistic articles, we can better understand how they 

are used to achieve these goals. 

 

Conclusion to chapter three 

3. 

Rhetorical questions are a powerful tool used in English journalistic articles 

to engage readers, create emphasis, and encourage critical thinking.   

One of the most common purposes of rhetorical questions is to create a sense 

of urgency and highlight the importance of the issue being discussed. Rhetorical 

questions are often used in the lead or introduction of an article to capture the reader's 

attention and draw them into the piece. 

Repetition and parallelism are the most commonly used stylistic devices in 

rhetorical questions. These devices help create emphasis and a sense of unity and 

coherence in a series of questions. 

Rhetorical questions are frequently used in opinion pieces to challenge 

assumptions and encourage critical thinking. By asking thought-provoking 



17 
 

questions, writers can engage readers and encourage them to think deeply about 

important issues. 

Rhetorical questions can be found in news articles, opinion pieces, and feature 

stories, and are used to achieve a range of purposes. 

 

                                  GENERAL CONCLUSIONS  

In this study, we examined the use of rhetorical questions in English 

journalistic articles. Our analysis revealed that rhetorical questions are a common 

and effective tool for journalists to engage readers, create emphasis, and encourage 

critical thinking. 

We identified several key purposes of rhetorical questions, including creating 

a sense of urgency, providing context, exploring different perspectives, and 

challenging assumptions. We also found that repetition, parallelism, and irony are 

common stylistic devices used in rhetorical questions. 

Future research could explore the effectiveness of rhetorical questions in 

different contexts, such as in online news articles versus print newspapers. It would 

also be interesting to examine the use of rhetorical questions in different languages 

and cultural contexts. 

This study has practical implications for journalists and writers. By using 

rhetorical questions effectively, they can engage readers, create emphasis, and 

encourage critical thinking. However, it is important to use them appropriately and 

avoid overusing them, which can detract from their effectiveness. 

One limitation of our study is that we only examined a small sample of English 

journalistic articles. Further research is needed to confirm our findings and identify 

any additional patterns or trends in the use of rhetorical questions. 

Overall, our study provides valuable insights into the use of rhetorical 

questions in English journalistic articles. By understanding how rhetorical questions 

are used and their effectiveness, journalists and writers can use them to create more 

engaging and persuasive articles. 
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In conclusion, the stylistics of rhetorical questions in English journalistic 

articles is a fascinating and important topic that deserves further study. Through our 

analysis, we have gained a greater understanding of the various purposes and 

stylistic devices used in rhetorical questions, as well as their context and 

effectiveness. 

By using rhetorical questions effectively, journalists and writers can create 

more engaging and thought-provoking articles that captivate readers and encourage 

critical thinking. However, it is important to use them appropriately and avoid 

overusing them, which can diminish their impact. 

The study of rhetorical questions in English journalistic articles provides a 

valuable contribution to the field of linguistics and journalism, and we hope that this 

research inspires further study in this area. 
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RÉSUMÉ 

Дослідження присвячене вивченню риторичних запитань в сучасних 

англомовних журналістських статтях. Встановлено, що риторичні запитання 

переважно слугують ефективним інструментом для журналістів з метою 

залучення читачів, акцентування ключових моментів мотивування до 

критичного мислення. Проте, важливо використовувати їх належним чином і 

уникати їх перебільшення, що може позбавити їх ефективності. 

Було визначено кілька важливих цілей риторичних запитань, серед яких 

створення відчуття терміновості, надання контекстної інформації, вивчення 

різних точок зору та спростування припущень.  

Це дослідження має практичне значення для журналістів і письменників.  

Вивчення риторичних запитань в англомовних журналістських статтях 

робить цінний внесок у галузі лінгвістики та журналістики.  

 Ми визначили кілька ключових цілей риторичних питань, включаючи 

створення почуття невідкладності, надання контексту, дослідження різних 

поглядів та виклик уявлень. Ми також виявили, що повторення, паралелізм та 

іронія є поширеними стилістичними прийомами, використовуваними в 

риторичних питаннях. Загалом, наше дослідження надає цінні уявлення про 

використання риторичних питань в англійських журналістських статтях. 

Розуміючи, як використовуються риторичні питання та їх ефективність, 

журналісти та письменники можуть використовувати їх для створення більш 

переконливих статей. 

У висновку, хотілося б зазначити, що стилістика риторичних питань в 

англійських журналістських статтях є захопливою та важливою темою, яка 

заслуговує подальшого вивчення.  

Дослідження риторичних питань в англійських журналістських статтях 

вносить цінний внесок у галузь лінгвістики та журналістики, і ми 

сподіваємося, що це дослідження надихне подальше вивчення в цій галузі. 
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